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PORTLAND, Oregon – The Oregon Innocence Project welcomes the news of the exoneration of 

Bradley Holbrook of his 2002 wrongful conviction for child sexual abuse. Mr. Holbrook is the 

seventeenth Oregonian to be featured in the National Registry of Exonerations, a database of 

people who have been wrongfully convicted. 

 

“We congratulate Brad Holbrook, his family, and his attorney Matt McHenry of Levine McHenry 

on their successful fight to overturn his wrongful conviction,” said Steve Wax, Legal Director, 

Oregon Innocence Project. “Over almost twenty years, Brad has never wavered in protesting his 

innocence. 

 

Since the Oregon Innocence Project began work in 2014, we have received more than 500 

inquiries from people convicted in Oregon of a variety of crimes who are seeking to prove their 

innocence. More than half of these inquirers have been convicted of offenses relating to the 

sexual abuse of children. 

 

“In the last four years we have heard from hundreds of people convicted of crimes against 

children,” said Wax. “These cases are troubling, stirring emotions and jurors are naturally 

reluctant to risk any possibility that in finding a defendant not guilty they may be allowing a 

child abuser to walk free.  This is true even in the face of adamant denial by otherwise 

trustworthy people like Mr. Holbrook.  The cases are particularly concerning not only because of 

the emotive nature of the offenses, but also because many arise from bitter divorce and custody 

disputes, and rarely involve any physical evidence or eyewitnesses. Regrettably, many of the 

convictions are obtained without adequate lawyering by defense counsel or in cases in which 

evidence was withheld by the prosecution or the trial was skewed by legal rulings limiting 

evidence the defense can present or allowing far more latitude to the prosecution than is 

available in other types of cases.  Mr. Holbrook's case is an example of the latter." 



   

We should all be troubled by the fact that a huge proportion of the inquiries the Oregon 

Innocence Project receives come from people convicted of child sex offenses and question why 

so many are claiming innocence of their crimes of conviction. 
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Notes to Editors 

 
The Oregon Innocence Project was founded in 2014 and is a program of the Oregon Justice Resource 
Center, a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Portland, Oregon. OIP provides legal services to 
clients who are seeking to prove their innocence throughout the state of Oregon and works to promote 
reform of the criminal justice system that will prevent or address wrongful conviction. OIP is a member of 
the Innocence Network. 
 
We respectfully request that you do not use the phrase “Innocence Project” as shorthand for the Oregon 
Innocence Project because that is the name of another innocence organization based in New York. 


